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The Senate met at 10 a.m., on the ex-
piration of the recess, and was called to
order by the Honorable JON TESTER, a
Senator from the State of Montana.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, You have led us through
our days and years. Show our law-
makers Your purpose for them and this
land we love. As they devote them-
selves to the worthy task of freedom,
supply them with undiminished
strength and uncommon wisdom. May
they contribute wisely to the security
of our Nation and world, as they strive
to do Your will on Earth as it is done
in Heaven. Lord, encourage them as
they encourage one another, and may
they work together for the common
good. Give them the wisdom to always
do the right thing, to be faithful, kind,
and humble.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JON TESTER led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 29, 2008.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

(Legislative day of Monday, July 28, 2008)

appoint the Honorable JON TESTER, a Sen-
ator from the State of Montana, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.
Mr. TESTER thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period of morning busi-
ness until 12:30 p.m., with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes
each, with the Republicans controlling
the first 30 minutes and the majority
controlling the next 30 minutes.

Who yields time?

The Senator from Tennessee is recog-
nized.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that my col-
leagues and I be allowed to speak in a
colloquy in the 30 minutes we have
been allocated.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. ALEXANDER. I thank the Pre-
siding Officer.

————
HIGH GAS PRICES

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, $4
gasoline is the subject before the Sen-
ate. It has been the subject before the
Senate since the week before last. I am
very encouraged that yesterday the
majority leader indicated we might be
able to move from talking to acting; in
other words, to begin to offer amend-
ments, debate on those amendments,
and come to a result which would help
lower gasoline prices.

BEach week, for the last several
weeks, I have been reading to the Sen-
ate e-mails and letters I have received
from Tennesseans who have been hurt
by the high price of gasoline.

For example, Jason from Friends-
ville, TN, which is a Quaker town near
where I live, is a firefighter with the
Blount County Fire Department. He
says that currently five of their sta-
tions have only one person in them.
They rely on volunteers for the rest of
their support, but since gasoline is so
high, response from volunteers has
been very small, and they have to
allow other jurisdictions to respond. He
is not sure how he is going to be able to
keep driving across town to help other
people when he can barely help him-
self.

Gina from Elizabethton is a single
mother who is spending about $65 each
week to drive to and from work. She
can barely afford groceries because ev-
erything is so expensive. She says they
have been living on noodles to get by.
She is very concerned that Congress
and the President are doing a lot of
talking but not doing anything about
the problem, and she says, ‘‘“This coun-
try is in such a mess.”
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